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COMPLAINT 2: If students are academically inclined, they think grammar study means “learning about 
the language.” They want teacher-centered lectures and exercises in which they can “get the right 
answers.” If they’re not academics, they seem frustrated or self-conscious (afraid of making 
mistakes). They come off as shy and silent.  

SOLUTION 2-A: Solutions to the dilemma of multi-level classes, as offered on pages 5 to 7 of this 
handout, may also solve the problem of unrealistic or ineffective “academic” expectations of a 
grammar course.  As learners of various backgrounds get into the materials and activities, 
especially as they begin to trust the text and their teacher, they’ll naturally begin to grasp the 
difference between “theoretical talk about grammar” and its actual usefulness in listening and 
reading comprehension—as well as their own speaking and writing.   
SOLUTION 2-B: More cognitive or more academically prepared students can make use of the 
simplified yet complete grammar explanations (white type on black backgrounds) to “explain” 
sentence structure to themselves and others. With or without instructor help, they can also 
“analyze” the provided phrase and sentence patterns according to the rules they are learning.                 
In later chapters, they can study the Vocabulary, *Pronunciation, and **Grammar Use boxes related 
to the essential grammar patterns and rules. The same benefits come from the more advanced (***) 
grammar boxes, which anticipate questions that higher-level students are likely to ask as well as 
mistakes that students commonly make. These frequent features and others like them will “satisfy” 
students eager to use their cognitive learning abilities. Some examples follow: 
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He’s with  
her . She’s 
with  him .  

Good for them !  

This is a good 
speech. I’m 

interested in  
it . 

SUBJECT AND OBJECT PRONOUNS  
 SUBJECT 

PRONOUN 
OBJECT 
PRONOU

SUBJECT 
PRONOUN 

OBJECT 
PRONOUN 

1ST PERSON  I me we us 
2ND PERSON you  you  you you 

he him   
she her they them 
it  it   

 

3RD PERSON  

Grammar: 
Object 

Pronouns 
Object pronouns are 

related to subject 
pronouns and possessive 

adjectives. Some forms 
are the same. Some forms 

are different.  
After prepositions, use 

object pronouns, not 
subject pronouns. Some 

examples of prepositions 
are to, from, for, with, of, 

in, and about.  
In the examples to the 

right, a  circle  = an object 
pronoun  . 

Flowers 
for you .   

For me ? 
Thank 
you .  

To 
us ? 

For them ? 
That’s a nice 
surprise. We’re 
happy about  it .  

From 
me . To 
them .  

 A possessive form means “of.” It tells about 

belonging, or it shows a relationship. A possessive 

adjective goes before a noun. Possessive adjectives 

are related to subject pronouns. Here are examples:  

My helper and  I  are happy about our jobs.  

You  and your wife aren’t citizens of this country.  

He ’s in business with his father.   

She ’s here with her children. 

They  and their friends are from different countries.    

Grammar: Possessive 
Adjectives 

In the examples to the right,  

A  circle = a subject  pronoun .  

A wavy line = a possessive adjective.  
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COMPLAINT 3: Some students think grammar should “come naturally” without focused attention to 
rules and patterns. They want to talk, engage in activities, and play fun games. However, they’re 
fossilized in their language habits so they don’t really learn anything new or better—and they don’t 
think they should “have to.” They may resist doing homework  and/or understanding the reasons            
for correction, both oral and written.   

SOLUTION 3-A: As suggested on the previous page, conduct “grammar lectures” as interactive 
activities, encouraging participants to use correct grammar as they give answers, ask questions,              
and help one another express themselves.  
SOLUTION 3-B: Don’t leave grammar instruction and/or correction out of even the most interactive, 
competitive, or engaging class activities, such as the following version of “Information Bingo.”   

 

*2-K  Divide a paper into 9 or 16 boxes. Your teacher and 
classmates can finish these sentences for you. Write 

the information about a different 
person in every box. You can  
add more information, too. 

My name is . . . . 

I’m a/an . . . . (job) 

I’m from . . . (country). 

     OR: I’m . . .                                                              
          (nationality). 

I’m . . . (more 
adjectives).  

                               
ALSO: Use negative statements.  

 

 

 

 

Now play a game. The teacher 
introduces one person. Look for 
the information about him or her. 
All players make an X on that box 
of their papers.  

That person introduces a second 
person. Everyone puts X on that 
box on their papers.  

The second person introduces a 
third person. All players make an  
X on that box. Continue in this 
way.    

Francisco 
Ridgeway 

artist (cartoonist) 
Italy (Italian) 
short, not thin 
happy, funny  

Margot Michaels 
international 

businessperson 
Germany 

(German)  
talkative, not quiet 

Mikey Maus 
actor, entertainer 
Central Africa

(African) 
famous, friendly, 

successful  

Elaine Kirn 
ESL professor, 

writer 
U.S.A. (American) 
not young, not old 
interesting  

Brut Lee 
athlete, karate 

teacher 
China (Chinese) 
strong, healthy, 

fast 

Prinz Charlie 
son of a queen  
United Kingdom 

(British) 
serious, important, 

in the news  

Ronnie McDonny  
restaurant owner 
Scotland 

(Scottish) 
not fat but round 
interested in food 

Christiana Amar 
newspaper and TV 

reporter 
Iran (Iranian or 

Persian) 
informative, smart  

Arturo Ruben 
social worker 
Argentina 

(Argentinean) 
kind, nice, good 

listener  

Thanks. I can 
write that 

on my paper. 
And you’re 

friendly and 
talkative 

too. 
Hi! I’m Lucila. 

I’m a 
construction 

worker. I’m from 
Brazil. But I’m 
not Brazilian. 

I’m Venezuelan. 
I’m happy to be 

here.       

Hello. My name is Igor. 
I’m a baker. My job is in 

a bakery. I’m not from 
Russia. I’m Armenian. I’m 

shy and quiet. 

Lucila  de las 
Estrellas 

construction 
worker 

Brazil 
(Venezuelan
) 

friendly 

Li Li Lee 
truck driver 
Vietnam 

(Vietnamese) 
pretty, small, 

thin, shy 

Elaine Kirn 
English 

professor, 
writer 

U.S.A. 
(American) 

not young, not 
old 

good teacher 

Mikey Maus 
actor, cartoon 

character  
African Republic

(African) 
famous, friendly, 

successful  

Ronald 
McDonnell 

restaurant owner 
Scotland 

(Scottish) 
round and strong  
interested in 

Igor Frankstein 
baker 
Russia, 

Armenian  
shy, quiet, but 

not really 

Michael Climato 
weather 

researcher 
Greece (Greek) 
young, calm, 

easy to 
understand  

Arturo Ruben 
social worker 
Argentina 

(Argentinean
) 

kind, nice, good 
listener  

Brut Lee 
athlete, teacher 

of karate  
China (Chinese) 
strong, healthy, 

fast 

 

This is Michael 
Climato. He’s a 

weather 
reporter from 
Greece. He’s 

young and 
calm. He’s 

handsome too.     
That’s  

Lucila de las 
Estrellas. 

She’s a 
Venezuelan 

construction 
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How can you win this game? Three or four X’s in a line are a 
Win! The winner introduces the three or four people in his or 
her line of X’s. What’s his or her prize? 

His/Her name is . . . . 

He’s/She’s  a/an . . . . (job) 

He’s/She’s from . . . (country). 

     OR: He’s/She’s . . . (nationality). 

He’s/She’s . . . (more adjectives).  
 
**2-K Think of information about a person or some people in 
the group. Write sentences with be about him or her or them. 
Read your sentences to the group. Can they tell the name of 
the person or people? 

 

 

 

 

 

***2-K  In sentences with be, write about one 
person or some people. The person can be 

you,  your teacher, a classmate, a friend, a relative, or a 
famous person. Put in one false sentence. Read your 
sentences to the group. Can the group find the false statement 
(the wrong information)? 

 

 

 

Lucila  de las 
Estrellas 

construction 
worker 

Brazil 
(Venezuelan) 

friendly 

Li Li Lee 
truck driver 
Vietnam 

(Vietnamese) 
pretty, small, thin, 

shy 

Elaine Kirn 
English professor, 

writer 
U.S.A. (American) 
not young, not old 
good teacher 

Mikey Maus 
actor, cartoon 

character  
African Republic

(African) 
famous, friendly, 

successful  

Ronald McDonnell 
restaurant owner 
Scotland 

(Scottish) 
round and strong  
interested in good 

food  

Igor Frankstein 
baker 
Russia, Armenian  
shy, quiet, but 

not really 

Michael Climato 
weather 

researcher 
Greece (Greek) 
young, calm, easy 

to understand  

Arturo Ruben 
social worker 
Argentina 

(Argentinean) 
kind, nice, good 

listener  

Brut Lee 
athlete, teacher 

of karate  
China (Chinese) 
strong, healthy, 

fast 

I’m the 
winner! 

No, Castro isn’t 
young and good-
looking. He’s old. 
Now about Bill 
Clinton. His wife is 
a U.S. Senator from 
New York. . .         

Fidel Castro is 
president of an 
island country. 
He’s Cuban. He’s 
young and good-

looking. He’s a 
famous world 

leader. . . .      

That’s Ingrid! O.K. 
It’s my turn.  
This person is 
short and 
handsome. He’s nice 
and kind. He’s a 
good listener. . .         

Her hair is blond. 
It’s long and 
beautiful. Her 
clothes aren’t  

traditional. She’s 
young and smart. 

She’s from Finland.        

 
No section of a grammar text is guaranteed to work all the time 
with all teachers and learners—regardless of their energy level, 

mood, etc.  And even the most consistently successful activity isn’t  
certain to stop the complaints of inveterate complainers! 

WARNING! 

WARNING! 

WARNING! 

WARNING! 
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COMPLAINT 4: The books I have are too big, too heavy, and/or too expensive. Even so, most of what 
they contain is print on white pages (with a lot of wasted space but little contrast). These texts feel 
daunting yet tedious. There isn’t much motivating material. There aren’t any surprises. To top it off, 
they don’t even address the requirements of a credit course, like critical thinking and essay writing.  

SOLUTION 4: At least some of the time, make efficient and productive use of the large variety of  
features in the New Scenario. These features include, but are not limited to:   
• Scenarios, often amusing and therefore motivating, that can be used as introductory reading-

comprehension material and/or “skits” to act out while working on accent improvement;   
• bold graphic page designs that “wake up text-users,” making it easy for them to find their place and                

to recognize how one section relates to another; helpful logos and symbols;  
• large dark type faces; just enough “white space” for learners to make a few notes but not enough to  

bore them or increase the physical weight of the materials;  
• fill-in-the-blank, word arranging, TRUE/FALSE, matching, and other traditional-format exercises (with 

variations) designed to help students “get” not only the grammar but also the content of the material; 
• real information and conversation stimuli about a large variety of subjects (science, geography, health, 

consumerism, housing, literature, human values, self-improvement, etc.) that can’t fail to interest and 
engage at least some of the people some of the time; 

• exercises and activities that can be used orally and/or in written form, providing practice in all four 
language skills, including “academic composition” assignments and writing-as-a-process steps; 

• creative, innovative games and game-like activities, both competitive and cooperative, that stimulate and 
involve language learners not only in the objectives and content but also in language learning.  

Here are a very few examples from various pages from the beginning of Scenario, Book One:  

 

2-H  VOCABULARY: PLACES IN THE 
WORLD. Here are the names of 

continents, regions (large areas), and 
countries in the world. Put them on the 
lines of the maps. (Some place names are 
already there.) Can you work  together? 
You can learn geographical names useful 
for you. 

**You can look at maps with more words 
on them. Are the names of your and your 
classmates’ countries on the maps? 
You can add them.    

**Vocabulary:  
Geographical Places   

Continents, regions, and 
countries are places in the 

world.  Their names are “proper 
nouns.” The main words of 

geographical names begin with 
capital letters. 

Most continents and regions 
have more than one country. 

Some countries are new.  

*Vocabulary: 
Nationality 

Geographical place names 
are nouns. Most have 

related adjectives. 
Adjectives related to the 

names of countries tell 
nationality. For example,  

Australia  and  Mexico  are  
nouns.  Australian  and 

Mexican are the related 
adjectives, as in the  
Australian nation or 

Mexican people.  
The World 

7 

8 
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North America 6 
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6 
4 

5 

3 

2 

Th
e 

se
rie

s 
of

 u
ns

ta
rr

ed
 a

nd
 s

ta
rr

ed
 (*

 *
* 

**
*)

 2
-H

 a
ct

iv
iti

es
 o

n 
pa

ge
s 

27
 to

 3
1 

of
 

C
ha

pt
er

 2
 o

f S
ce

n
a

ri
o,

 B
oo

k
 O

n
e,

 h
el

ps
 s

tu
de

nt
s 

ta
lk

 a
bo

ut
 th

em
se

lv
es

 a
nd

 le
ar

n 
ab

ou
t o

th
er

s;
 it

 a
ls

o 
be

gi
ns

 to
 a

dd
re

ss
 a

 c
on

te
nt

 a
re

a:
 w

or
ld

 g
eo

gr
ap

hy
,  

   



The New Scenario: English Grammar in Context.  Training Handout page  12 

 

***3-E   On people’s 
backs, tape papers with 
pictures or the names of familiar 
people, animals, and things. 
Don’t look at your picture or 
words. Go around the room. Ask 
yes / no questions. Can you 
figure out your item or items 
from your classmates’ answers?  

Is it a living thing? A person? 
Is she a woman? Is he a Man? 
Yes? Is he from a country in 
Asia or Africa? No? Is his 

accent American? Is he a real 
person in this room?   

Am I a 
person? Yes? 
Am I famous? 
Yes, I am? Oh, 
I’m not real? 
Well, am I 
from Mars? 

So . . . are 
these animals?  
Oh, is it only 
one thing? Is 
it big? It is? 
Is it a thing 
for science? 

 

a scientist 

Michael Jackson Michael J. Fox The Beatles 
Kareem Abdul- 

Jabbar Bill Gates 

Bill Clinton Oprah Winfrey Prince Charles 
Arnold 

Schwarzennegger Madonna 

a magician with 
a rabbit a lion (mammal) a bug snails 

ET  
(extraterrestrial) 
with an astronaut 

an Atom 
(electrons around a 

nucleus) Mother Earth Your true identity 

snakes 
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***4-E  On this map, write the names of streets in your 

neighborhood. In the blocks between streets, put 

buildings and other places. Write words for the kinds of places 

(EXAMPLES: a bus station, a park, some benches, a department 

store) or the names of the places (EXAMPLES: Hound Bus Station, 

Central Park, A to Z Hardware.)  

If you want to, you can write a description of your map first. Include 

the locations and names of all the streets, buildings, and other 

places. Then tell a classmate about your map. Describe it 

completely. Use there is/are and other forms of be correctly.  

Your classmate can put your information on MAP B on page 70 and 

ask questions. Finally, compare your maps. Are they the same? No, 

they aren’t? Why not? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

  

  

  

  

 

  
  

  
  

 

  

  

  

  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

  

  

  

  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

MAP A 

MAP A 

 

**4-E  Look at MAP A. Your classmate looks at 
MAP B.   Ask about the location of these 

places on this   map. You can use there is/are in some 
questions. Write the words in the correct places.  

Answer your classmate’s questions about the places on 
MAP A.  Give more information in statements.  

a shoe store a police station a taxi stand Mexican food 
a bakery a book and map store a sushi bar a doughnut stand 
a snack shop First Street Park a hat store a clothing store 

Yes, there is. It’s on the corner of 1st and Hope 
Streets—in back of a flower shop near a gift shop.  

Is there a shoe store 
in this neighborhood? 
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*5-C  Play a vocabulary grouping game. Choose from 
these groups of things. For five minutes, think of 

things in that group. Write nouns and noun phrases for them. Who 
has the most correct things? Continue the activity with other 
groups of nouns.  

famous people places in outer space objects in schools  
names of jobs continents and countries objects in stores 
people at school **kinds of places on Earth  **things at home 
friends and relatives places in neighborhoods **kinds of clothing 
mammals kinds of buildings **subjects of study 
reptiles / birds kinds of stores and shops **sources of information  
kinds of plants  **rooms in buildings **calendar events 

***5-C  Write about the things in 
one group. Use 

sentences with BE. Organize your ideas in 
paragraphs. Here are three examples:  

mammals 
1. cats 
2. dogs 
3. rabbits 
4. horses 
5. pigs 
6. cows 
7. bears 
8. monkeys 
9. apes 
10. people 

places on Earth 
1. oceans 
2. lakes 
3. rivers 
4. mountains 
5. jungles 
6. forests 
7. deserts 
8. islands 
9. the Equator 
10. the Poles 

things at home 
1. a sofa 
2. TV sets 
3. chairs 
4. tables 
5. a computer 
6. lamps 
7. beds 
8. carpets 
9. a refrigerator 
10. a stove 

subjects of study 
1. English 
2. languages 
3. grammar 
4. vocabulary 
5. science 
6. astronomy 
7. chemistry 
8. biology 
9. physics 
10. geography  

**5-C Make BE-sentences with the nouns in 

There are four oceans on Earth. 
They’re the Atlantic, the Pacific, the 

Indian, and the Arctic.   

Animal Groupings 

   There are two large groups 

of animals—with backbones and  

without backbones. In these 

large groups are smaller 

groups.  

   One group of animals with 

backbones is reptiles. Reptiles 

are cold-blooded animals with 

lungs. Are they warm and 

furry? No, they’re not. They’re 

scaly and cold—not cute or 

funny. Some common examples 

of reptiles are turtles, 
alligators, and lizards.  

Calendar Events 
   Some solar calendar events 
are the winter and summer 
solstices and the vernal and 
autumnal equinoxes. Aren’t these  
the first days of the four seasons 
in the Northern hemisphere?  

   In the United States, there are 
many holidays on the same day 
every year. New Year’s Day is 
always on January 1. Valentine’s 
Day is February 14.  The 30th of 
May is Memorial Day. Halloween is 
October 31. Veteran’s Day is in 
November.  

****5-B Write questions about your 
information. Who can answer them? 

Famous People 

      Most famous people today are 
in the world of entertainment. 
They’re actors or singers or sports 
celebrities. For example, Michael J. 
Fox, Madonna, and Tiger Woods 
are celebrities. How many writers 
or artists or scientists are famous 
around the world? 

     World leaders can be famous 
too—if they’re in the news 
during the year. George  Bush,
Victor Yushchenko, and Pope 
Benedict XVI are examples of 
famous people at the beginning 
of the 21st century.  
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